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A man was once asked why there are so many different churches. He said, “Well, when I
moved to town there were two churches: the one I went to and the one I didn’t. After a
disagreement, there were three: the one I used to go to, the one I go to now, and the one
I’ll never go to again.”

It’s a joke, of course—but like many jokes, it contains a little truth. Christians have
organized themselves into many different denominations over the centuries.
Sometimes that happened because of disagreements. But more often, denominations
help churches organize their ministry, share resources, and work together to spread the
good news of Jesus.

Denominations are one way the church lives out its shared calling. For us, that means
being part of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA). Within the ELCA,
congregations are organized into regional bodies called synods.
The word synod comes from the Greek words syn (together) and hodos (way or road).
Literally, it means “walking the way together.” Early Christians often described
themselves as followers of “the Way” (Acts 9:2), the path of life shaped by Jesus. A
synod, then, is simply churches walking that path of faith together.

Fish Lake is part of the St. Paul Area Synod, which connects us with other congregations
across the east metro. In practical terms, synods help congregations support one
another. They raise up and guide leaders, encourage congregations in their mission and
coordinate shared ministries. Rather than each congregation working alone, synods
help us remember that we are part of something bigger than ourselves.

On May 15 and 16, voting members from a106 congregations will elect the next bishop
to lead our synod. Please keep this process in your prayers—for the candidates, for the
voting members, and for the whole church as we listen for the guidance of the Holy
Spirit.

More information about the bishop candidates can be found on the St. Paul Area Synod
website. Our voting members are Rick Cedergren, Marshall Saunders, Candy McColley,
and Pastor Teleen.



Our WELCA meeting was held on April 1, 2026

President: Laurie Knutson, Treasurer, Cindy Blesener, Secretary: Mary Kay Linder, 
Social Secretaries: Kathy Lodin & Jan Burda
1. Secretary's report was approved as submitted. A thank you note was read from Jackie Diamond for
the cards that Kathy sends out to our at-home friends. 
2. Treasurer's report is as follows: opening balance in the checking account was $469.85; deposits
totaled $45.00; expenses were $150.00 leaving a balance of $364.85. The savings account balance is
$1,309.96. 
3. Social Secretary: Kathy sent out approximately 25 Easter cards. 
4. Notes from the Council: See Vine and Branches for recent meeting notes.
5. Quilt Bingo: We will have an update next month. 
6. Block of the Month: Next meeting is April 18th. The Dignity Quilt that was made and coordinated with
the BOM ladies was presented to Carlson Funeral Home in Cambridge; they were very appreciative. 
Old Business:
a. Grad Quilts: Three quilts for 2026 grads have been completed; working on one more. They will be
presented to the 2026 graduates on June 7th. Will check on any completed quilts for 2027 graduates. 

b. Baptism Quilts: Three baptisms are scheduled for the next couple months. We have several quilts on
hand.

Donations to/from WELCA:
Reading Buddies/Comfort Buddies: Several were given for delivery to the EMS. 
Safe Haven Foster Shoppe/Bundles of Love: Seventeen items were donated in March.
Northwoods Animal Shelter/Anoka County Humane Society: Cathy Twingstrom will be delivering to
the Animal Shelter 7 beds and 27 blankets
Food Shelf: April is canned vegetables. Fifty-four lbs. of food were delivered to the food shelf.
Schools: Personal care items are delivered alternating between Trinity and Cambridge. Hope is the
contact.
A Place For You Homeless Shelter, Pine City: No report. 
Little Libraries: Books are delivered to Trinity on an ongoing basis.
Ruff Start Rescue: Six bags of medicine bottles were taken to the facility by 2 BOM members.

Meadow Creek Women's Shelter: There is a great need for women's clothing. POC is Patti Ricke. She took
at least 4 boxes/bags of clothing to the shelter along with 2 boxes of personal care items from Bath and
Body. She has requested that we keep the clothing collection to Spring/Summer items only, currently
due to space restraints at the facility. 

New Business:
Advertising: Upcoming Memorial Day Dinner. The chicken dinner will remain as last year with the
possibility of adding baked beans to the menu. Advertising in Cambridge requires 4 weeks’ notification.
Have received the request form. Discussed the flyer advertising the dinner. We decided on the flyer
which will be printed and ready to distribute at next month's meeting. The cost for the dinner will
remain the same as last year. Also, I will request funds from Thrivent.

Reminders: WELCA serving day is April 26  - Kathy Lodin will be serving.th

Workday is Thursday, April 16  9 am to noon.th

Next meeting is May 6  - 10:30 am; come at 9:00 to work on projects.th

All women are welcomed to any of our gatherings.
The meeting was closed with the Lord's Prayer.

Submitted by Mary Kay Linder



The Fish Lake Lutheran Church
quilter group gifted us this beautiful
dignity quilt this morning.The
patterns and colors were carefully
selected to create this one-of-a-kind
masterpiece. Many hands, hours and
hearts were poured into this project
and we are sincerely grateful. 

Carlson-Lillemoen Funeral Home &
Crematin Services

Heather Pitra (1), Jacob Schisano (1), Dawson Nephew (3), Janice Pape (3), Greg Smegal (3), Trevor
Mellen (4), Beth Jones (5), Delores Olson, (5), Paul Berg (9), Edwin Cedergren (9), Grant Patton (9),
Gregory Twingstrom (10), Kristi Pilz (11), Don McKenzie (12), Becky Geston (15), Matthew Skiba
(15), Andrew Berg (16), Jarett Nelson (18), Carol Cimbura (20), Joel Santjer (20), Jami Wilking (20),
Anya Diehl (22), Gabe Murray (28), Susan Kane (30), Jackson Fairbanks (31). 

Happ BirthdaHapp Birthda  Happy Birthda 

Prayer Requests

 Injured and ill: Mary Neria (mother of Nina Schisano),   
 Sean Meagher (brother of Pete Meagher),
 Nancy Bengtson, Gene Polson (friend of Jackie Diamond), Curt Ferrie,
 Shelly Anderson Lind.
 

Awaiting organ transplant: Matthew Anderson (cousin of Shelly Lustig).
 

Partner congregation: Wasa Congregation in Tanzania.
 

Remember and Pray for our homebound members: Evie Janssen, Jack & Linda Sprinkle, Tom &
Carol Nieman, Marlys Rohr, Carol Cimbura, Harley Twingstrom, Dale Sauer, Wanda Ahlman.

Birthday Party Kits
During the month of May, the social ministry committee will once again be collecting supplies
for birthday party kits for local food shelves. There will be color coded tags with requested
items on each tag. One color tag will have cake mix, frosting, and balloons. A second color will
have plates, napkins, and a medium size gift bag. A third color will have candles, a banner, and a
small bag of candy. If you take one tag of each color, it will make a complete kit. Our goal once
again is to collect supplies to complete 20 birthday party kits. As always, cash donations will
also be accepted if shopping isn’t your thing.
Please help us reach our goal, because everyone deserves to celebrate their birthday!



 CONTINUING the EOSIS Meadow Creek 
            Spring/Summer Women's Clothing Collection

WELCA is coordinating a collection of Spring/Summer women's clothing for the 
women at EOSIS Meadow Creek (Addiction center in Pine City). There is a great need for women's
clothing. Point of Contact is Patti Ricke. There are bins under the coat rack in the basement for
any donations. Patti will pick up and deliver these items. Any and all items of gently used clothing
are greatly appreciated.

Also, they could use personal care items such as soaps, shampoo, conditioner, dental hygiene
products, lotions, sanitary pads and adult briefs. 

Meadow Creek- 17305 Meadow Creek Ln, Pine City.

Thank you!!
Let me know if you have questions, 
Laurie Knutson

Fish Lake

SCHOLARSHIP SCHOLARSHIP 
Purpose: To provide financial support for students who are members of

 Fish Lake Lutheran Church.
 
Policy: Students shall receive an annual financial gift upon meeting membership
requirements and completing the scholarship application. Scholarship awards will be
made based upon application requirements being met and the balance in the
scholarship fund.

 Student Requirements:
1. Students must be an active member of Fish Lake Lutheran Church for at least two (2)
years.
2. Students must complete the Fish Lake Scholarship application by May 15.
3. Each scholarship recipient must continue to participate in service as follows:
 a. Technical and undergraduate college: a minimum of 10 hours annually
 b. Graduate school: a minimum of 10 hours annually, 5 of which are in a leadership role
 c. Seminary: Ministry services at minimum of 20 hours per semester in a leadership role.
 
Scholarship Awards: (Depending on funds available)
 Technical and undergraduate college up to $300 annually for four years with a GPA of
2.0 or higher*
Graduate school student up to $500 annually for two years with a GPA of 3.0 or higher*
Seminary students up to $1500 annually ($750/semester) for four years with a GPA of 3.5
or higher*
*Part-time students in any category receive half of the scholarship aid offered.
Applications are available in the Fellowship Hall.
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"THE WAY WE KNOW WHAT'S MISSING"

Two swans were at a distance in the field
As I approached the crumbling silo frame
A group of vultures partially concealed
Were roosting there in shelter from the rain
The energy of spring was in the trees
A legacy of waiting in my gaze
The air was cold enough for limbs to freeze
Composing crooked lines and turns of phrase
Around me, birdsong pinged from side to side
Like hidden messages, an alphabet 
Believing isn't narrow - it is wide
The way we know what's missing by what's left
Then wordlessly, the pair of swans took off
The thing with feathers floating there, aloft

PP
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araharah WELCA is collecting
prescription medicine bottles
for the animal shelter. Please
bring empty prescription
bottles ONLY— (no over the
counter bottles) to the
Fellowship Hall donation
center. 
All labels need to Be removed!

 

Encore Bible Study
Bible Study at Encore Senior Living in North

Branch is at 2:00 p.m. every other Tuesday! This
warm and welcoming group will dive into God’s

Word together, exploring timeless truths and how
they meet our everyday lives. Whether you’re

brand new to Bible study or a seasoned reader of
Scripture, you’ll find good conversation,

meaningful insights, and a few laughs along the
way. Come ready to learn, share, and be

encouraged—you might just leave with a lighter
heart and a deeper faith! 

 ALL AGES WELCOME
May 2nd & 19th

Address: 38610 14th Ave, 
 North Branch, MN 55056

 Shalom Thrift Shop Assistance
Are you or your family in need of some
financial assistance, or do know of a
family that is? Members of Fish Lake
Lutheran volunteer their time at the
Shalom Thrift Store in Cambridge.
Because of the generosity of their time,
Fish Lake Lutheran receives funds each
month to help families with financial
struggles. All requests are confidential. 
Contact Pastor Teleen Saunders or the
church office if you, or someone you
know, could benefit from this service. 

 

Little Free Libraries: 
 

 We continue to collect books
 for all ages, from baby picture
 books to adults. A bin full of 
books are delivered to Trinity Lutheran Church,
North Branch monthly, they maintain three Little
Free Libraries in the North Branch area. The
donation bin is at the donation station in the
fellowship hall. Thank you for all you have
brought so far.

 

Food Shelf Collection
for the Month of May

Cleaning Supplies



FISH LAKE CHURCH COUNCIL               Fish Lake Lutheran Church
 April 6, 2026 6:00pm                                Stark, MN 

Members: Rick Cedergren,  Nancy Hoffman 
 Jeff Lustig, Julia Meagher, Pete Meagher, Jen Kroschel
Absent: Michelle Young
Advisor: Teleen Saunders, Sister LaDonna Olson

Call to Order: Council President Rick Cedergren called the meeting to order at 6:02pm

Consent Calendar
tems on the consent calendar were presented for approval. The following motion was made by
Pete Meagher, seconded, and unanimously approved: CC 26.04.01 Moved: That the Council
approve the agenda and previous minutes as presented.

Devotion/Opening Prayer
Rick led us through John  20:19–22, focusing on when the disciples, overwhelmed, exhausted,
gathered behind locked doors and were met by Jesus. He stood among them and breathed on
them filling them with the Holy Spirit  This passage reminds us that, like the disciples, we are not
meant to rely on our own limited energy. Jesus first fills us with peace and renewal, then
connects us to His larger mission. The everyday work of the church, is part of creating a space
where faith can grow and the Spirit can dwell. We are not just completing tasks; we are sustaining
a living, breathing community of faith. Ending with a thank you to all for helping make the Easter
Services successful.
 

Pastor’s Report-Pastor Teleen
The pastor shared reflections on a meaningful Easter season, with gratitude extended to those
who helped decorate the sanctuary and outdoor spaces, creating a welcoming environment for
worship. Bible study participation remained strong, with 16–20 attendees, and the Team Tim
mixed-age group approach proved to be a success. Despite challenging March weather, the
congregation adapted and persevered. The office is currently exploring new software for
bulletins and newsletters ahead of the current system becoming obsolete in October, so some
changes may be noticeable. Special thanks were given to the music staff for their talent and
flexibility, and there is excitement as many upcoming baptisms are planned.
 

Financial Reports
The council received the financial report, noting our copier and paper expenses were slightly
more than expected. 
 

Committee Reports
*Communications–Working on website updates, will plan on new photos and videos this summer.
*Property and Safety–Exploring new shrubs, and landscape rock.  Funding for the basement door
is in place, connecting with the contractor for installation, date TBD.
*Social Ministry–Nothing to report. 
*Worship and Music–We exploring a grant to install signage, and support our female youth choir
“Sjona” (possible overnight trip to sing in a nursing home and churches without a choir). Thank
you to the Alter Guild for making the church look great.
*Youth and Family–Discussion around paying the balance of fees for our youth to attend camp
this summer. Nancy Hoffman made a motion CC 26.04.02 to use $3,790.00 from the Youth Fund
to cover these expenses, the motion passed with Rick Cedergren obstaining from the vote. 



*Evangelism and Stewardship–Nothing to report
*WELCA–Nothing reported. 

New Business
Kitchen floor- flooring is worn and needing to be replaced, reaching out to get updated bids for
replacement. 

·Primary Organist- Kirstie Felland has expressed interest in our open organists role. A
motion was made by Jen Kroschel, to offer the primary organist position Kristie, the
motion was seconded, and unanimously approved. CC. 26.04.03 moved: Pastor Teleen is
authorized to offer the primary organist role to Kristie Felland.
·Organ Maintenance and Assessment- discussed having the organ professionally
evaluated, agreed to request professional assessment.

Old Business
·Shalom Funds donation discussed. A motion was made by Rick to donate funds to our local food
banks, the motion was seconded.Moved: Fish Lake will donate $2000.00 to each of our local food
banks (Cambridge, Rush City, and North Branch) totaling $6,000.00.
·Basement Exterior Door. A donation was made for the door replacement, council unanimously
agreed to proceed with the replacement over email.

Motion by Jen Kroschel, seconded, and unanimously approved: CC 26.04.04 Moved:  Meeting
adjourned. 

 
NEXT MEETING: May 4, 2026 6:00 p.m. 
Fish Lake Lutheran Church, Stark, MN

Join the Social Ministry Committee – Make a Difference Together
Do you feel called to put your faith into action? The Social Ministry Committee at Fish Lake
Lutheran invites you to be part of a team that is making a real impact—both in our local community
and around the world.
Together, we:

Raise awareness of social justice needs in our community
Organize meaningful outreach like our Snowflake Snuggles winter hat drive
Support ministries such as the Giving Tree through Lakes and Pines
Strengthen our global connection as a liaison to our partner congregation in Tanzania and help
lead African Sunday
Welcome engaging speakers for Fourth Sunday Forums on topics of social ministry

If you’re passionate about justice, compassion, and building community, we would love to have you
join us.

Kickoff Event: June 9 at 6:00 p.m.
For more information, contact Pastor Teleen.

Come be part of the difference.



Budget
Offerings

Actual
Offerings %

Above/
Below
Budget

March 22nd $4,082.17 $4,364.23 107%       282.06

March 29th $4,082.17 $2,607.68   64% ($1,474.49)

April 5th
(Holy Week)

$4,082.17 $5,916.49 145% $1,834.32

April 12th $4,082.17 2,668.24   65% ($1,413.93)

2026 YEAR TO
DATE $62,305.71 $47,972.66   77% ($14,333.05)

Shalom Thrift Shop
Assistance
Are you or a family in need of
some financial assistance, or
do you know of a family that
is? Members of Fish Lake
Lutheran volunteer their time
at the Shalom Thrift Store in
Cambridge. Because of the
generosity of their time, Fish
Lake Lutheran receives funds
each month to help families
with financial struggles.           

All requests are confidential. 
Contact Pastor Teleen
Saunders or the church
office if you, or someone you
know, could benefit from this
service. 

2026 FINANCIAL STEWARDSHIP AT FISH LAKE

A MESSAGE FROM SISTER LADONNA.....

As I have been recovering from my recent ankle surgery (foot elevated with an ice pack over it), I
have had a chance to do more journaling.One of the things that has helped me during this Lent has
been reading some of the Psalms.
Jesus quoted the Psalms many times – even when he was on the cross. Of course, Jesus would have
been well educated in the Psalms. He would have prayed with the Psalms throughout his life.
The Psalms are often called the prayer book of the Bible. Most of the Psalms are attributed to King
David or associates of his.Through these writings, we are given a full range of experiences and
emotions. When we pray with the Psalms we share with God our own experiences and emotions so
that in God’s presence we can discover healing.
I find that the best way for me to access the Psalms is to choose a few verses at a time and then
rewrite those verses into my own experience.  So that, ‘The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not be in
want” becomes “I am one of Christ’s sheep. If I have Christ, I have everything that I need”     That
rewriting then opens me to be able to pray, “God, I thank you for all that you have given me and all
that you continue to give”.
Or, I might use Psalm 38:6.“I am utterly bowed down and prostrate: all day long I go around
mourning.”   Depending on the circumstances I might rewrite this to say, “I am depressed and lonely.
Where are you God?”   
I encourage you to open the Psalms and engage with the verses in a way that draws you closer to
God.  God certainly hears our prayers and understands all of our emotions. Opening to the Psalms
might be a great way for you to connect with God!
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Thank You to All who contributed to these funds in 2026
· Cemetery Fund: $950.00 has been given in support of
maintaining our cemetery grounds so far in 2026. 

· Building Fund: $11,290.00 has been given in support of
maintaining our buildings and grounds so far in 2026. 



Guest Preacher: June 7th - A return visit from Rev. Ron Hackman

A note we received from Pastor and Miriam Hackman after they attended the pork dinner in November 2021!
Note:  Pastor Hackman will be celebrating his 60  year in the ministry in 2026!th

We just want to write and tell you how much we enjoyed our little visit with you last evening at
the dinner. You made us feel so welcome. This kind of welcome is truly meaningful when a
former pastor returns for a visit to a much beloved spot. Fish Lake will always have a special
place in our heart. We were very happy there with the wonderful people. It was Ron's first
parish; we got married during the time we were there; our daughter Stina was born while we
were there and was baptized on Thanksgiving Day 1969 during services combined with Spring
Lake. Ron always wanted to treat each of the congregations with equal attention. Before Stina
was born we were wondering where to have the baptism so as not to show favoritism. Ron said
she might have to be baptized in the kitchen sink. Stina came a little early and we had her
baptized when she was ten days old. The congregations had planned a joint worship service on
Thanksgiving Day, so that was the perfect solution to the problem. Our second daughter Analisa
born January 1971 was already on the way when we left Fish Lake to move to Taylors Falls. The
people totally spoiled us while we were there.
Thanks so much for taking the picture and for sending it along to Stina. She sent it along to us so
we could enjoy it as well.
God bless your ministry at Fish Lake
Miriam (and PR) (Pastor Ron & Miriam Hackman - 1966-1970)

Ladies of WELCA,
   Thank you so much for the cards you have sent me.  They are much appreciated.
   I am home permanently now.  It was time to leave my friends in Arizona.  I had 28
years of memories there.
                                                                Sincerely, 
                                                                      Jackie Diamond

You are AppreciatedYou are Appreciated



The property committee
straightened the post by the
kitchen that was backed into last
fall. Helping were Marty, Bill,
Steve, Terry, and Mark and a
special thanks to Mike for bringing
his tractor.

TIM Team is Teens In Ministry

This amazing group of young people led small groups of children during
Lent. Peer ministry has been proven to deepen faith, build confidence,
and create meaningful connections, especially when young people
learn from and support one another. Through their leadership, they
helped foster conversation, belonging, and spiritual growth across
generations. We are so grateful for the energy, courage, and faith they
bring to our community. God is so good!
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Worship Service each 
Sunday 10:00 am, Online options also
Choir Rehearsal 9:00am each Sunday

 

 1st Cemetery Spring Meeting 9:00am
3rd Baptism of Dawson Konrad
       Communications Committee Meeting 11:15am 
4th Fish Lake Lutheran Church Council mtg.6:00pm
5th Encore Bible Study 2:00pm
6th WELCA worktime 9:00am, meeting 10:30am
10th Mother’s Day
12th Social Ministry Meeting 6:00pm
15th Deadline for Vine & Branches Articles
15th & 16  Synod Conventionth

16th Block of the Month 8:30am 
17th Observance of Armed Forces Day
19th Encore Bible Study 2:00pm
20th Year End Celebration for Youth Programming
21st WELCA sewing/coffee time 9:00am
24th Food Collection Sunday 
25th Memorial Day - Church Office Closed
28th Property Committee Meeting 9:00am

Wednesdays - May 6 & 13 - 5:30 Community Meal,               
                         6:00 Youth Programming

Fish Lake Lutheran Leadership & Staff
Pasto: Rev. Teleen Saunders
Office Administrator: Denise Steinberg
Parish Deaconess: Sr. LaDonna Olson
Custodian: Bill Young
Choir Director: Signe Reistad
Organist: Cindy Blesener
                Sr. LaDonna Olson
                Kirstie Felland

Church Council Members
Rick Cedergren, President
Pete Meagher, V. President
Jen Kroschel, Secretary
Nancy Hoffman, Treasure
Jeff Lustig
Michelle Young
Julia Meagher (Student Representative)


	Vine &              Branches
	May 2026 The Pastors Page

	Our WELCA meeting was held on April 1, 2026
	1. Secretary's report was approved as submitted. A thank you note was read from Jackie Diamond for the cards that Kathy sends out to our at-home friends.  2. Treasurer's report is as follows: opening balance in the checking account was $469.85; deposits totaled $45.00; expenses were $150.00 leaving a balance of $364.85. The savings account balance is $1,309.96.  3. Social Secretary: Kathy sent out approximately 25 Easter cards.  4. Notes from the Council: See Vine and Branches for recent meeting notes. 5. Quilt Bingo: We will have an update next month.  6. Block of the Month: Next meeting is April 18th. The Dignity Quilt that was made and coordinated with the BOM ladies was presented to Carlson Funeral Home in Cambridge; they were very appreciative.  Old Business: a. Grad Quilts: Three quilts for 2026 grads have been completed; working on one more. They will be presented to the 2026 graduates on June 7th. Will check on any completed quilts for 2027 graduates.
	b. Baptism Quilts: Three baptisms are scheduled for the next couple months. We have several quilts on hand.

	Donations to/from WELCA:
	Reading Buddies/Comfort Buddies: Several were given for delivery to the EMS.
	Safe Haven Foster Shoppe/Bundles of Love: Seventeen items were donated in March.
	Northwoods Animal Shelter/Anoka County Humane Society: Cathy Twingstrom will be delivering to the Animal Shelter 7 beds and 27 blankets
	Food Shelf: April is canned vegetables. Fifty-four lbs. of food were delivered to the food shelf.
	Schools: Personal care items are delivered alternating between Trinity and Cambridge. Hope is the contact.
	A Place For You Homeless Shelter, Pine City: No report.
	Little Libraries: Books are delivered to Trinity on an ongoing basis.
	Ruff Start Rescue: Six bags of medicine bottles were taken to the facility by 2 BOM members.
	Meadow Creek Women's Shelter: There is a great need for women's clothing. POC is Patti Ricke. She took at least 4 boxes/bags of clothing to the shelter along with 2 boxes of personal care items from Bath and Body. She has requested that we keep the clothing collection to Spring/Summer items only, currently due to space restraints at the facility.
	New Business: Advertising: Upcoming Memorial Day Dinner. The chicken dinner will remain as last year with the possibility of adding baked beans to the menu. Advertising in Cambridge requires 4 weeks’ notification. Have received the request form. Discussed the flyer advertising the dinner. We decided on the flyer which will be printed and ready to distribute at next month's meeting. The cost for the dinner will remain the same as last year. Also, I will request funds from Thrivent.
	Reminders: WELCA serving day is April 26th - Kathy Lodin will be serving. Workday is Thursday, April 16th 9 am to noon. Next meeting is May 6th - 10:30 am; come at 9:00 to work on projects. All women are welcomed to any of our gatherings. The meeting was closed with the Lord's Prayer. Submitted by Mary Kay Linder

	Happy Birthday
	Birthday Party Kits During the month of May, the social ministry committee will once again be collecting supplies for birthday party kits for local food shelves. There will be color coded tags with requested items on each tag. One color tag will have cake mix, frosting, and balloons. A second color will have plates, napkins, and a medium size gift bag. A third color will have candles, a banner, and a small bag of candy. If you take one tag of each color, it will make a complete kit. Our goal once again is to collect supplies to complete 20 birthday party kits. As always, cash donations will also be accepted if shopping isn’t your thing. Please help us reach our goal, because everyone deserves to celebrate their birthday!
	Prayer Requests
	CONTINUING the EOSIS Meadow Creek              Spring/Summer Women's Clothing Collection

	SCHOLARSHIP
	SCHOLARSHIP
	oems by
	arah
	WELCA is collecting prescription medicine bottles for the animal shelter. Please bring empty prescription bottles ONLY— (no over the counter bottles) to the Fellowship Hall donation center.  All labels need to Be removed!
	"THE WAY WE KNOW WHAT'S MISSING"
	Two swans were at a distance in the field As I approached the crumbling silo frame A group of vultures partially concealed Were roosting there in shelter from the rain The energy of spring was in the trees A legacy of waiting in my gaze The air was cold enough for limbs to freeze Composing crooked lines and turns of phrase Around me, birdsong pinged from side to side Like hidden messages, an alphabet  Believing isn't narrow - it is wide The way we know what's missing by what's left Then wordlessly, the pair of swans took off The thing with feathers floating there, aloft
	Shalom Thrift Shop Assistance Are you or your family in need of some financial assistance, or do know of a family that is? Members of Fish Lake Lutheran volunteer their time at the Shalom Thrift Store in Cambridge. Because of the generosity of their time, Fish Lake Lutheran receives funds each month to help families with financial struggles. All requests are confidential.  Contact Pastor Teleen Saunders or the church office if you, or someone you know, could benefit from this service.

	Encore Bible Study Bible Study at Encore Senior Living in North Branch is at 2:00 p.m. every other Tuesday! This warm and welcoming group will dive into God’s Word together, exploring timeless truths and how they meet our everyday lives. Whether you’re brand new to Bible study or a seasoned reader of Scripture, you’ll find good conversation, meaningful insights, and a few laughs along the way. Come ready to learn, share, and be encouraged—you might just leave with a lighter heart and a deeper faith!
	ALL AGES WELCOME May 2nd & 19th Address: 38610 14th Ave,   North Branch, MN 55056



	Food Shelf Collection for the Month of May Cleaning Supplies
	FISH LAKE CHURCH COUNCIL               Fish Lake Lutheran Church  April 6, 2026 6:00pm                                Stark, MN
	Members: Rick Cedergren,  Nancy Hoffman   Jeff Lustig, Julia Meagher, Pete Meagher, Jen Kroschel
	Absent: Michelle Young
	NEXT MEETING: May 4, 2026 6:00 p.m.  Fish Lake Lutheran Church, Stark, MN
	A MESSAGE FROM SISTER LADONNA.....
	As I have been recovering from my recent ankle surgery (foot elevated with an ice pack over it), I have had a chance to do more journaling.One of the things that has helped me during this Lent has been reading some of the Psalms. Jesus quoted the Psalms many times – even when he was on the cross. Of course, Jesus would have been well educated in the Psalms. He would have prayed with the Psalms throughout his life. The Psalms are often called the prayer book of the Bible. Most of the Psalms are attributed to King David or associates of his.Through these writings, we are given a full range of experiences and emotions. When we pray with the Psalms we share with God our own experiences and emotions so that in God’s presence we can discover healing. I find that the best way for me to access the Psalms is to choose a few verses at a time and then rewrite those verses into my own experience.  So that, ‘The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not be in want” becomes “I am one of Christ’s sheep. If I have Christ, I have everything that I need”     That rewriting then opens me to be able to pray, “God, I thank you for all that you have given me and all that you continue to give”. Or, I might use Psalm 38:6.“I am utterly bowed down and prostrate: all day long I go around mourning.”   Depending on the circumstances I might rewrite this to say, “I am depressed and lonely. Where are you God?”    I encourage you to open the Psalms and engage with the verses in a way that draws you closer to God.  God certainly hears our prayers and understands all of our emotions. Opening to the Psalms might be a great way for you to connect with God!


	2026 FINANCIAL STEWARDSHIP AT FISH LAKE
	Budget Offerings
	Actual Offerings
	Above/ Below Budget
	March 22nd
	March 29th
	145%
	$1,834.32
	April 12th
	2,668.24
	65%
	($1,413.93)
	2026 YEAR TO DATE

	Thank You to All who contributed to these funds in 2026 · Cemetery Fund: $950.00 has been given in support of maintaining our cemetery grounds so far in 2026.
	· Building Fund: $11,290.00 has been given in support of maintaining our buildings and grounds so far in 2026.
	Shalom Thrift Shop Assistance Are you or a family in need of some financial assistance, or do you know of a family that is? Members of Fish Lake Lutheran volunteer their time at the Shalom Thrift Store in Cambridge. Because of the generosity of their time, Fish Lake Lutheran receives funds each month to help families with financial struggles.
	All requests are confidential.  Contact Pastor Teleen Saunders or the church office if you, or someone you know, could benefit from this service.

	You are Appreciated
	Guest Preacher: June 7th - A return visit from Rev. Ron Hackman

	The property committee straightened the post by the kitchen that was backed into last fall. Helping were Marty, Bill, Steve, Terry, and Mark and a special thanks to Mike for bringing his tractor.
	TIM Team is Teens In Ministry
	Mailing Address PO Box 206 Harris, MN 55032 Phone: 651-674-4252 Online: www.fishlakelutheran.org Office Hours: Mon., Tues., Wed., Thurs. Fri., 11:00-4:00 43353 Cedarcrest Trail, Harris, Mn

	Address Label
	Fish Lake Lutheran Leadership & Staff Pasto: Rev. Teleen Saunders Office Administrator: Denise Steinberg Parish Deaconess: Sr. LaDonna Olson Custodian: Bill Young Choir Director: Signe Reistad Organist: Cindy Blesener                 Sr. LaDonna Olson                 Kirstie Felland
	Church Council Members Rick Cedergren, President Pete Meagher, V. President Jen Kroschel, Secretary Nancy Hoffman, Treasure Jeff Lustig Michelle Young Julia Meagher (Student Representative)
	Worship Service each  Sunday 10:00 am, Online options also Choir Rehearsal 9:00am each Sunday
	1st Cemetery Spring Meeting 9:00am 3rd Baptism of Dawson Konrad        Communications Committee Meeting 11:15am  4th Fish Lake Lutheran Church Council mtg.6:00pm 5th Encore Bible Study 2:00pm 6th WELCA worktime 9:00am, meeting 10:30am 10th Mother’s Day 12th Social Ministry Meeting 6:00pm 15th Deadline for Vine & Branches Articles 15th & 16th Synod Convention 16th Block of the Month 8:30am  17th Observance of Armed Forces Day 19th Encore Bible Study 2:00pm 20th Year End Celebration for Youth Programming 21st WELCA sewing/coffee time 9:00am 24th Food Collection Sunday  25th Memorial Day - Church Office Closed 28th Property Committee Meeting 9:00am
	Wednesdays - May 6 & 13 - 5:30 Community Meal,                                                                  6:00 Youth Programming



