
  

 



  

 

 

 
 

 



  

 



  

 

Candidates ordained in 2023 include Pastor Jennifer Luong, Pastor Jua Jay Her, Pastor Carrie 
Stiles, Pastor Amy Vigesaa, Pastor Reed Fowler, Deacon Katherine Lindberg. We also received 
Pastor Stanley Ayashim, recently ordained in the Lutheran Church of Christ in Nigeria, as a first 
call pastor through our partnership with the Lutheran World Federation. We welcome these 
seven new rostered ministers. 

 

In addition to first call candidates, the synod staff works with call committees in more than 
two dozen congregations each year. In addition, the call manual was revised this past year 
and new protocols were developed to assist congregations to be open and ready to receive 
candidates who are persons of color or from the LGBTQIA community. As a synod, we know 
how important the gifts of all leaders are to the work of God’s church.  
 
During times of transition, the synod finds pastors and deacons to serve in interim roles. 
Those serving in interim ministry meet monthly for prayer, mutual support and learning and 
are directed by Rolf Lowenberg-DeBoer. With Rachel Holsten, front office administrator and 
registrar, Rolf coordinated the Tool Kit for Congregational Leaders in February, which brought 
together 165 participants from 52 congregations. The two most attended workshops          
addressed issues of racism and implicit bias, issues which matter to all of us in this synod. In 
2023, the synod also inaugurated the Deeper Dive series, a Zoom gathering for presidents 
and vice presidents. Twenty-four congregations participated in this inaugural series of  
monthly leadership training and support.  

 

The synod also provides other initiatives to address congregational vitality. These  workshops, 
which include Tools for the Church, Spiritual Gifts, Stewardship for All Seasons, Building a  
Culture of Generosity, and Liberating Structures, are led by Pastor Justin Grimm and members 
of the vitality team. In 2023, participants numbered more than 300.  
 
Serving as mission developers and redevelopers during 2023 were Pastor Liz Eide, Lutheran 
Church of Peace; Pastor Jon Yurk, Christ the Servant; Pastor Thomas Tsen,  Minnesota Faith 
Chinese; Pastor Dale Stiles, St. Paul in Wyoming; Pastor William Siong and Pastor Jua Jay Her 
at Eternal Flame; Pastor Gilo Agwa, Foundation of Life; Pastor Jodi Houge, Humble Walk;  
Deacon Kari Olson, Shobi’s Table; and Pastor Ana Becerra, Cristo Rey. Pastors Ben and Kristen 
Eisele (Farmington Lutheran) completed an exploration for mission possibilities in Rosemount. 
When asked what is new (or renewed) in this synod, it’s easy to see fresh ideas in all these  
settings.  
 
During 2023 church groups were again able to travel to our partner churches in   Guatemala 
and Tanzania. Five congregational groups were hosted by the Iglesia Luterana Agustina de 
Guatemala (ILAG). Two members of the Guatemala Committee, Janet Metcalfe and Jennifer 
Reinhardt, participated in an ELCA Global Mission international consultation in November. In 
2023, 200 individuals from 16 congregations, nine affiliate organizations and two colleges 
traveled to the Iringa Diocese. As bishop, I was also thankful to be with our partners in      
Tanzania this past November.  
 
The generosity of members of the synod supports our global companions with scholarships, 
emergency aid, congregation-to-congregation partnerships, and through prayer. Staff    
members Kirsten Levorson and Susan Seidel oversee the work of Bega Kwa Bega, which we 
undertake with our siblings in Tanzania.  

 

A grant from Lilly Endowment Inc. allowed additional opportunities for pastors to be well 
equipped for today’s challenges. Synod pastors of color and the synod program staff         
participated in a facilitated retreat in Sedona, Ariz., in February. In addition, this past year 19 
pastors, deacons, mentors, and a facilitator were a part of the Second Act cohort for rostered 
ministers in their fourth through tenth years of service. Our Lilly grant programs are directed 
by Leslie Ortiz.  
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PASTOR’S REPORT 

 

Dear Members and Friends of Fish Lake Lutheran Church, 
 

As I reflect on the past year, I am filled with gratitude for the many blessings that have       
unfolded within our beloved community. The year 2023 has been marked by a resilient   
spirit, unwavering faith, and a commitment to strengthening our call as disciples of Christ. 
 

 

                                        Our worship services continued to be a source of inspiration and      
spiritual growth. Despite the national trend away from formal religion, our congregation 
remained steadfast in its commitment to gathering in Word and Sacrament. The             
engagement of our members in both virtual and in-person services has been heartening, 
reinforcing the sense   of community that is central to our faith. 

                                        Fish Lake has continued to live out our calling through outreach     
programs. From food drives and Shalom Shop proceeds to supporting local shelters and 
sharing resources with our partners in Tanzania, our congregation has demonstrated a 
deep sense of compassion for our neighbors near and far. 

                           We continue to diligently maintain and update our church and grounds.  
We have made updates to the Fellowship Hall and have made repairs on our roof.  May 
this   holy space bring honor and glory to the God of the ages and continue to serve as a 
place for spiritual growth, fellowship, and comfort. 

 

                                                       

 
Despite the uncertainties of a post COVID economy, our church has been blessed with     
consistent generosity of its members. Your continued support has enabled us to maintain 
our operations, support our staff, and invest in the growth of our ministries.   
 

                                                         
 
In response to the evolving needs of our congregation, the leadership has undertaken a 
comprehensive review of our constitution. The revised constitution (available as a hard 
copy or online) reflects a commitment to inclusivity, transparency, and efficient                     
governance. 

 

 

We are thrilled to announce the establishment of the Fish Lake Lutheran Church Endow-
ment Fund. This endowment aims to secure the long-term financial stability of our church 
and provide additional resources for the expansion and enhancement of our ministries.  
More information will be available in the coming months. 

As we look ahead, we are excited about the possibilities that the future holds for Fish Lake 
Lutheran Church. Your dedication and support are the cornerstones of our success, and I 
am grateful for the opportunity to serve alongside each and every one of you. 

May God's grace continue to guide us on our journey together. 
 
 

  January—December 2023 

Financial Overview: 

Ministry Highlights: 

Worship Services:  

Community Outreach:  

Constitutional Updates: 

Sacred Spaces:  

Endowment: 
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Pastoral Acts 2023 

Baptisms    (4) 
Andrew Jack Sorgert 

Hailey Marie Houle  

Hadley Maxine Baxter 

Gwenivere Rose Lofboom 
New Members  (11) 
Marlys Rohr 

Paul Berg 

Stephanie Berg 

Andrew Berg 

Eli Berg 

Mark Johnston 

Elizabeth Johnston 

Kalhi Johnston 

Curt Ferrie 

Marilyn Ferrie 

Confirmations   (4) 
Charlotte Santjier 

Lillyana Tanko 

Julia Meagher 

Abigail Skiba 

Weddings (1) 
Jacyln Young & Godbless Amoateng 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Funerals & Internments (15) 

Thomas Janssen 

Kenneth Koslowski 

Kirk Mattson 

Darrell Mattson 

Denise Mattson 

Laurie Schmidt 

Willard (Pete) Moline 

Marsha (Johnston) Talbott 

Fredrick Johnston 

Louise Mae Norling 

Marla Daharsh 

Marcella Whitman 

Janice Lofboom 

Dwight Kranz 

Cecelia Fenner 

 

  

  

First Communion (3) 

Dawson Nephew 
Jared Diehl 
John Diehl 
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Church Council Annual Report Submission 2023 
 

Earlier this year, kind of on a whim, I decided to become a dog foster. Since I have two of my own 

little Chihuahuas, I didn’t want a third pet, but I figured I could temporarily care for a pup coming up 

from the south until an adoptive family could be found. And that’s how it began. Tiny three-legged 

Gary, a Chihuahua, was first. He was adorable and everyone loved him.    I had him a mere two weeks 

before an adoptee was found, and I handed him off to his new mom. Then, a few weeks later, came 

Mac. Mac was very, very different than Gary or my two girls. He had a past that had to have been 

filled with trauma. With three dogs now, my usual ways of “parenting” were not as effective as they 

had been. For our house to function best,   I now had to try new things, wrack my brain (as well as ask 

others for advice and do lots of Googling!) to figure out how to be more successful, look outside the 

box, and be willing to consider ways that weren’t necessarily ones I was used to or comfortable with.  
 

And so that brings us to this past year with Fish Lake Lutheran Church Council! Similar to finding 

new, more effective ways of parenting my little posse, the council has worked on     finding new, more 

effective ways of leading the congregation. Our path has not always been easy or comfortable. We’ve 

asked for a lot of advice and done a lot of searching around. And we feel we’ve accomplished a lot! 

Some of 2023’s highlights are as follows:  
 

*We wrapped up our participation in Liberating Structures, which was an ongoing partnership with 

the St. Paul Area Synod since 2021. This helped us learn how to minimize time spent in committee 

work and to maximize output.  
 

*Out of Liberating Structures came the empowerment of existing and new committees to write charter 

statements, goals, and assign leadership to reach aforementioned goals. The council continues to    

support each committee. 
 

*We launched a new website and a new logo.  
 

*The Constitution and Bylaws were updated to reflect a more streamlined leadership structure. The 

Synod approved the changes, and these will be voted on by the congregation. 
  

*An Endowment Committee was formed and an endowment fund was created. This will   provide a 

wiser use of our money and ensure a more solid stream of revenue for the upkeep of our building.  
 

Of course, there are so many other things that could be mentioned–but my space is limited! And I 

know you all want to know how my traumatized new doggie is doing. Well, we ended up foster fail-

ing, and Mac is now a permanent part of our family (and there will be no more–three is our limit!). It 

hasn’t always been easy. He’s made us work hard to help him be the best little Chihuahua/Pomeranian 

he can be so that our household can function to the best of its ability. And it’s working! And he’s 

worth it!  
 

The Fish Lake Lutheran Church Council will also continue to work hard as well so that our congrega-

tion functions to the best of its ability. And into 2024 we go, excited for the possibilities that lie ahead. 

To the Fish Lake congregation, I speak for the council when I say we appreciate you supporting us as 

we navigate the future and make decisions to better us all. And finally, I’d like to thank our church 

council members for all of their incredible work. You are a huge part of why Fish Lake Lutheran 

Church is the way it is, and we are blessed to have you serve. 

 
 

All Glory To God,  
 

Michelle Young, Church Council President 

 



  

 

 

 

 

Fish Lake Activities 2023 

Christmas program December 2023 

“We Tell the Story” 

Blessing of the Quilts!  January 8, 2023 

The Tanzania group is bringing 45 quilts for 

the Humura orphanage.  We are grateful to 

FLL WELCA and BOM along with other 

churches of the ST. Paul Area Synod  for   

donating  these gifts of love. 

Christmas Cantata 2023 

“Were You There on That Christmas 

Night?” 

Youth trip snow tubing 

to Wild Mountains on   

Presidents Day!  
When life gives us snow, we turn it 

into a Bible lesson!  Faith Weavers 

were sliding “through the roof” to 

bring their friend to Jesus.  

First Communion:  Dawson Nephew 
Jared Diehl and John Diehl .   
Making Communion bread with Marshall 
Saunders 
 

Faith Weavers visit our         
neighbor,  

Kal Sanders Fused Glass Shop.   

2,043 pounds of        
produce donated from 

the garden. 

Memorial Day Observance 

2023 
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Evangelism  
New members are introduced to the history, ministries, and mission of Fish Lake in a Power-
Point presentation following a delicious chicken dinner from The Fuse in Harris.  Our members 
are a mix of ages and family structures.  Some have come to Fish Lake because of deep roots in 
the community and others are brand new.  Whatever the   reason, we are thankful for the gift of 
the Holy Spirit that calls us together into one body in Christ. 

Stewardship 
Stewardship practices have continued to grow at Fish Lake.  We have an increasing number of 
people who use Simply Giving from our website or with a QR code in the bulletin.  This allows 
more consistent giving throughout the year and modernizes our ways of giving. 
 

We are currently establishing an endowment with the vision of ensuring a thriving and vibrant 
future for Fish Lake Lutheran Church. It serves as a perpetual source of support, dedicated to 
sustaining the ministries that are integral to our church's identity. 
 

Contributions to the Fish Lake Endowment will be carefully managed and invested to generate a 
stable and growing source of income. This income will be utilized to enhance various aspects of 
church life, including maintaining our sacred spaces and fostering community engagement. 
 

The endowment will play a crucial role in underpinning the long-term financial stability of Fish 
Lake Lutheran Church. It provides a strategic foundation to weather economic uncertainties, 
ensuring that the church can continue its mission of spreading love,   compassion, and faith for 
generations to come. 
 

Evangelism and Stewardship are all about responsible and purposeful faith practices.  If you are 
interested in joining this ministry, please contact Pastor Teleen.  
 

Submitted by Teleen Saunders  

Block of the Month:  2023 Annual Report:  The Block of the Month group has 62 members 
this year. They donate many quilts and support a variety of projects that are initiated by our 
WELCA group and Block of the Month members.  This year members of Block of the Month 
donated 14/24 quilts for Bingo.   
 

They also donated 51 Doll Quilts for our Reading Buddy Program.  WELCA added Beanie 
Babies and canvas bags which was given to Cambridge Christian School’s Kindergarten class.  
We started donating these to the Emergency Department at M Health Wyoming, and Allina 
Ambulance Service this year.  We re-named them  “Comfort Buddies” when these were given 
to these two organizations.  It was suggested by one of our members to check with our local 
Police and Fire Departments for any needs they may have for our items.  We have a couple of 
WELCA Members developing the contact information for us.   
 
 

We continued to support our High Schools with Personal Care Items.  North Branch and  
Cambridge were recipients of this Ministry.  Many of our members augmented the donations 
on a regular basis. 
 
 

We added a “Small Library” Ministry which is coordinated by a group from Trinity Lutheran 
North Branch.  Many books are collected each month donated by our BOM and congregation 
members.  Sharon and Noel Petit make regular deliveries to Trinity Lutheran.   
 

The last three months of 2023 Baby Bibs for Chisago Co. Foster Care and Bundles of Love 
were added to support these two organizations.  They are currently on display in our           
Fellowship Hall and will be donated in the coming months.  We thank the Property Committee 
for helping us set up this display.   
 

It was a busy year with many members of our community benefiting from this group’s       
generosity.  We are blessed with their many talents adding to our Fish Lake Lutheran        
Ministries.   
 

Report submitted by Barb Sauer 
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SOCIAL MINISTRY  

Annual Report 2023 
Social ministry is going on all the time at Fish 
Lake Lutheran. There have been many    congre-
gational opportunities for people to help oth-
ers.  These are the activities which the Social 
Ministry Committee has to report: 
 

Lent Service Speakers 
Jennifer Johnson spoke about social media. 
 

Sarah Kopp is a probation officer who spoke 
about second chances. 
 

Kerrie Holschbach (Mama Goat) spoke about a 
program in Tanzania she started to allow for self 
sufficient farming and small business. 
 

Rev. John Meader is a blind pastor who found 
God through his blindness 
 

Angela O’Flanagan spoke about climate change 
and bringing earth back to life. 

The Snowflake Snuggles project:  During       
October, November, and December we collected 
warm winter gear for our Snowflake Snuggles 
project. Many coats, hats, mittens, scarves, and 
socks were brought in. Supplies are donated to 
local schools in our area. They were also          
distributed to A Place For You in Pine City, as 
well as Family Pathways in North Branch and 
Cambridge for families as needs arise. 
 

Fellowship Coffee Time:  Social Ministry         
continues to serve coffee and treats after the   
worship service on the third Sunday of each 
month.   Thanks to Sharon and Noel Petit,  Cindy 
and Mark Blesener, Marshall and Pastor Teleen 
Saunders and LaDonna Olson for providing 
treats!   The Social Ministry committee also lines 
up volunteers to serve coffee and treats on the 
first Sunday of each month. Recently Shelly and 
Jeff Lustig have offered to serve every other first 
Sunday.   If you are interested in serving  some of 
the other six first Sundays in 2024, please contact 
Sharon, Cindy or LaDonna. 
Food Shelf Garden: Each year we plant about an 
acre of garden to the east of the Cemetery. All 
work is done by Fish Lake Lutheran volunteers. 
Early in the summer planting and weeding takes 
up most of the time. By the time July rolls around 
we have beans and squash. Later tomatoes,       
carrots, zucchini, onions and potatoes start to   
mature. We meet at the garden once a week and 
bring the produce to Rush City, North Branch and    

Cambridge. This year  2,403 Pounds of fresh           
vegetables were donated to Family Pathways 
Food Shelves from the Food Shelf Garden and 

Congregation Members' own garden. Congrega-
tion members added to this donation with 322 
pounds of dry goods. 
 

Hope for Hannah Quilt Drawing 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Funds raised from this drawing ($270) and other 
donations from members of the congregation, 
BOM and other friends were given to JDRF 
(Juvenile Diabetes Research Foundation) . JDRF 
is our best chance of finding a cure for Type One 
diabetes through research.  A total of $1,010.00 
was donated.  
 

The Giving Tree:  Again this year, the congrega-
tion was generous in their giving to the Crisis 
Center.   The giving tree was able to provide 4 
families with toys for the children and other gifts 
to the parents.  WELCA also donated gift cards to 
each of the families and covered any gifts that 
were not purchased by the congregation. 
 

Birthday Party Kits: In February we collected 
birthday party supplies for needy families. We 
were able to put 20 kits together and delivered 10 
kits to Family Pathways in North Branch and 10 
kits to Family Pathways in Cambridge. 
 

Partner Congregation, Wasa Tanzania Africa 
From January 23rd through February 5th, six 
members of Fish Lake Lutheran Church joined 4 
travelers from Immanuel Lutheran Church in St 
Paul on a fantastic trip to Tanzania. Landing in 
Dar es Salaam, then taking a 10-hour bus ride to 
the city of Iringa, this group spent the next 10 
days touring the primary church and preaching 
points of our sister congregation in Wasa. We 
were greeted by new, kind faces and wonderful 
meals every day. The group visited an orphanage 
where we delivered 27 quilts made by Fish Lake 
volunteers, went on a two-day Safari where we 
had a torch-light dinner in a dry river bed, visited 
the headquarters of Radio Furaha, toured several 



  

 

SOCIAL MINISTRY Annual Report 2023 Continued 
schools from primary through seminary, and saw Tanzania from above during a two-hour 
plane flight back to Dar es Salaam. The experience was truly incredible, and many friendships 
were made and strengthened. Thank you to the members of Fish Lake Lutheran Church who 
helped make this trip possible. 
 

Africa Sunday:  Africa Sunday is a joyous time to celebrate our partnership with Wasa, Tan-
zania. This year we celebrated with African hymns and an African creed.  We also held an 
auction for donated items after the service.   The coffee time in the basement was a time to 
share    African foods. If you would like to learn more about our partnership,  please connect 
with anyone on the social ministry team. 

Africa Wasa Secondary School Scholarship 
fundraiser and Quilt drawing:  Once again we 
were able to donate $2,000.00 for scholarships to 
students in our partner congregation of Wasa,  
Tanzania. During our African quilt raffle we raised 
a total of $585.00. Also, at the Silent Auction     
during the Pork Dinner an additional $1,272.00 
was raised for scholarships. Other donations have 
come in during the year as well, so we were able 
to meet our goal.  

 

Samweli:  Our Vacation Bible School Fundraiser for Samweli Oscar Mwitula was              
successful.  $547.32 was raised for him. The money will provide education and health care, as 
well as Christmas and Birthday presents through Compassion International. He will be 20 
years old on January 23, 2024. He lives with his mother, father and siblings in Iringa,        
Tanzania, Africa. The Social Ministry Committee with the help of the Fish Lake  Lutheran 
Children, Youth and Family (CYF) program has supported Samweli since he was ten years 
old. Thank you for your support and prayers for Samweli.   
 

Respectfully submitted, Sharon Petit, Noel Petit, Cindy Blesener, LaDonna Olson, Marshall 
Saunders and Pastor Teleen Saunders.  
 

 

PROPERTY COMMITTEE ANNUAL  REPORT 
 

I would like to thank the congregation for its unwavering support to keep our church         
beautifully maintained and welcoming:  
 
Buckthorn on north side of church removed : HVAC vendor restarted fellowship hall 
heat : Dove light replaced with LED fixture : Entry lights for fellowship hall replaced : 
Sidewalk cracks filled at front entry : Flat roof replaced and roof protection installed : 
Fellowship hall repainted : New snow removal contract secured : Church welcome sign 
reroofed and LED fixtures installed : Block walls on south side of church repainted :     
Fellowship hall storm door removed and entry door repainted : Electrical contractor     
repaired underground power to   dishwasher : Wheels replaced on BBQ grill : Kitchen 
exhaust fan-light replaced : Trees removed and shrubs trimmed : Deck stairway repaired : 
Annual and monthly maintenance and inspections done.       
 

Jeff Lustig, council, and property committee member 



  

 

 

Cemetery Committee:   
Projects completed 

• Spread black dirt and seeded twice on low spots and graves, due to drought        
conditions. 

• Cut down and removed a large maple on the north side of the cemetery. 

• Cut brush and trimmed the area on the north side of the cemetery near the sewer 
mound.  

• Several trees from storm damage were removed by Mark Knutson, Marty Zachrison 
and Mike Linder.  

• The grass on the ball field was cut and maintained by Terry Olson and Mike Linder 
 
Thank You to... 

• Mark Knutson and Dennis Lodin for mowing, mulching and trimming the cemetery 
grounds.  

• Rick Lofboom for grading and brush cutting around the perimeter of the cemetery.  
 
This year there were 14 burials in the cemetery.  
 
As always, if you have any questions or concerns regarding our cemetery, please           
contact one of the board members – for year 2023, they are:  President – Dennis Lodin;  
Vice President – Mark Knutson; Secretary – Marty Zachrison; Treasurer – Greg Smeg-
al; Mike Linder,  Rick Lofboom, Pete Meagher, Steve Mettling, and Terry Olson. 
 
Report submitted by Marty Zachrison, Secretary, Fish Lake Cemetery Association 
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A BIG Thank 

You to all who 

Volunteer! 

Cindy Blesener 

Mary Bryson 

Carol Cimbura 

Amy Johnson 

Mary Kay Linder 

Dennis Lodin 

Deb and Rick Lofboom 

Candy McColley 

Julie and Jack Osborne 

Judy Nelson 

Tom Anderson 

Denise Steinberg   

Dave Duram 

SHALOM 2023 

Forty years ago a small group of women from Cambridge Lutheran 

Church saw a need in the community for quality, affordable, used 

clothing. Shalom was started in the basement of their church      

parsonage. Since then there have been four store relocations.  Fish 

Lake receives $1,200 monthly and so we have received a total of 

$14,400 in 2023. This money is to be used for food, shelter, and 

clothing needs in the community.  
 

This year we have helped individuals and families in the following 

ways. There is always a need to help with utilities and Shalom paid 

$1,485 toward heating and electric bills. $6,557.11 was donated to 

help pay for lodging and shelter needs. Auto repairs and          

transportation, so people could get to work, totaled $1,394.82. 

Medical needs added up to $6,065.40. Food needs totaled $240.00 

and $82.96 was spent on clothing needs. An approved payment of 

$735.42 from 2022 to A Place for You (homeless shelter) for bed 

frames was paid in 2023.   This brings our total for the year, 2023, 

to $16,560.71. There was a carry over of $2,331.75 from 2022. 

There is $171.04 remaining in the account as of 12/17/23.    

       Additional requests between 12/17/23 and the January 

2024 payment to Fish Lake will have to be paid out of 2024 

funds 

If you or someone you know is in a tight spot financially, 

please refer them to Pastor Teleen or to Sister LaDonna, who 

together oversees this important fund. 
 

Many thanks to all who have worked at Shalom this past year.  

We would like to encourage others who find they would    

enjoy volunteering to join us at Shalom. Fish Lake volunteers 

on Monday afternoons from 12:30-4:00. We also work the 

first Saturday of the month from 12:00-3:00.  
 

Respectfully submitted by: 

 

 

Note of Appreciation, 

An elderly women phoned the church     

office to say thank you for the money she 

received to purchase some new hearing 

aids.  She said now she was able to hear 

the gospel readings in her church.  She is 

94 years old and would not have been 

able to purchase them without support 

from the Shalom funds.  
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Women of the ELCA (WELCA) 2023 Annual Report 

Fish Lake WELCA has continued to accomplish much this 
year in helping out not only our Fish Lake family but also our 
local      community. Many wonderful relationships have been 
built in this group working hard to feed, warm, and support 
not only each other but the whole community. We gather    
together each month for fellowship, but our main work is 
completing beautiful quilts. 
 

We have achieved so much this year.  We continue to serve 
fund raising dinners, funeral lunches, and coffee hours.  Our 
missions include financial support for the local food shelves, 
handmade  newborn clothing, and blankets for Bundles of 
Love, as well as  baptism and graduation quilts.  Together 
with other quilting groups, we were able to deliver 45 quilts to 
the children in the orphanage in Tanzania.  We continue to 
make mission quilts for drop in centers for the homeless, baby 
and children supplies to the Safe Haven  Foster Shop, many 
pet beds to the Northwoods Humane Society, quilts to the  
Masonic Children's Hospital, Reading/Comfort Buddies to our 
community schools (doll quilts and stuffed animals that the 
young readers use while promoting and encouraging their 
reading skills); quilts to Bar None, and personal care items to   
Cambridge and North Branch Schools.   We are so apprecia-
tive of the women in Block of the Month for their generous 
donations to many of these efforts.  To remember our Friends 
at Home, seasonal cards are sent each month.  WELCA Sisters 
is a new program   started this  year to  encourage visiting our 
at home members.  
 

Due to the money we raised during the year, most of the funds  
coming from our very popular Quilt Bingo, we were able to 
donate money to the Masonic Children's Hospital, Ronald 
McDonald House, and the St. Croix Hospice, as well as the 
American Legion and Auxiliary.  Also, we supported the    
annual Christmas gifts to sponsored families. We were also 
able to provide funds for the   purchase of propane for the 
church as well as donating to the general fund. 
 

All in all, this group of women work hard to accomplish the 
tasks before us.  We pray for continued good health and      
encourage any woman to join us in all these efforts.   
 

Report Submitted by Mary Kay Linder 
 

2023 WELCA   
Annual Financial    
Report of Giving 

 

Community 
• $1,505.00 Family Pathways 

North Branch and          
Cambridge Food Shelves 

• $600.00 Rush City Food  
Shelf 

• $245 American Legion of 
Harris 

• $245 American Legion   
Auxiliary 

• $1,000.00 Giving Tree/Gift 
Cards 

• $100.00 St. Paul Area SWO   
(Synodical Women’s  

      Organization) 
  
 FLL Church 
• $547.25 Vine and                         

Branches Mailing 
• $591.24 Kitchen Supplies 
• $200.00 Office Supplies  
• $1,000 Propane  
• $500.00 General Fund 
 

Quilt Bingo Fundraiser 

• $ 850.00 St. Croix Hospice 

• $ 850.00 Ronald McDonald 
House Charities 

• $850.00 Masonic  
      Children’s Hospital 
 
Total expenses $13,832.25 
Total income     $13,764.99 
 
Checking balance $1,828.49 
Savings balance $1,808.25 
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Children, Youth, and Family (CYF) and Adult Formation 2023 
 

Faith Weavers 
Our Faith Weavers meet on Wednesday night with a variety of activities.  Each child 
is given  a Spark Storybook Bible as we move from Genesis towards Revelation.  
The activities throughout the year reflect a variety of ways to weave the Bible      
stories into our lives – through the arts, movement, reading, maps, science, music, 
meditation, cooking, fellowship, service projects, etc.   This year we have added 
even more field trips into the mix. The children toured the Harris Fire Department, 
went swimming at the AmericInn in North Branch, and visited with new friends from 
Ecuman Senior Living in North Branch.  Thank you to our devoted teachers Andrea 
Patton, Kinsley Wilson, and Jenni Skiba. 
 

Confirmation  
The confirmation program at Fish Lake runs from 6

th
 grade through 8

th
 grade. The 

curriculum is divided into three years touching on the Old Testament, the New   
Testament, and Luther’s Catechism.  Each child was given a Lutheran Study Bible 
and is growing in Biblical literacy with faith skills to use in real life.  The students are 
expected to attend worship, weekly Confirmation classes, and summer activities.   
 
 

Wednesday Supper 
Our Wednesday Supper ministry is a much-appreciated time for busy families and 
youth. It’s been a blessing to watch our youth gather around the dinner tables for 
conversation and bonding.  Our suggested donation is $5.00/person.  This includes 
a hot meal, drink, and dessert! 
 

Children’s Christmas Worship 
The culmination of our fall programming is our Children’s Christmas Worship ser-
vice.  This year the children told the Christmas story through the voices of those 
who were there:  the innkeeper, the wife of Caesar Augustus, Elizabeth, Anna,     
Simeon, a shepherd, and Herod. We even included preschoolers and their       
grown-up shepherds.  
 

Summer Stretch 
Youth in middle and upper school met twice monthly for a morning of service       
followed by an afternoon of fellowship.  There was canoeing, packing food, tours of 
shelters for unhoused people, swimming, a trampoline park, and Valley Fair.   
 

Camp Wapogasset 
This year we sent four youth to summer camp to experience their faith in a whole 
new way.  They sing, play games, have craft time, and study God’s word in a    
beautiful outdoor setting. 
 

Vacation Bible School 
We continue the Fish Lake tradition of Vacation Bible School.  This year’s theme 
was “Stellar” where we explored the stories of the Bible through singing, science, 
crafts, and games.  Thank you Kari Stern and Messiah United Methodist Church in 
Plymouth for sharing resources. 
 

Fourth Sunday Forums 
We have added fourth Sunday forums for adult faith formation.  Our topics have  
included The Reformation, Native American History in Minnesota, and AED training. 
 
Report submitted by:  Pastor Teleen Saunders 
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Senior Graduation 2024 

Pastor Teleen    

attends activities of 

some of the Fish 

Lake Lutheran 

youth at the Isanti  

County Fair 

Girls at Camp Wapo 

Summer Stretch Wild Mountain 



  

 

Monthly Giving (Last 12 months) Weekly Giving (Last 12 weeks) 

Communications Committee 
 

This year, there were no new technology additions or introductions. We aimed to make the 
most of the purchases made in the last few years. The Fish Lake Lutheran Church website has 
been updated regularly and has experienced much traffic. The most frequently visited pages of 
the website are special events (like the Corn Feed, Pork Dinner, etc.) and weekly services. The 
remote-control camera has been working well to broadcast our services. The average service 
gets watched 64 times on YouTube (whether live-streamed or after the service airs), with an 
average of 268 total views for the Fish Lake YouTube Channel monthly.  
 

Report submitted by 
Marshall Saunders 
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Planting Hope Campaign 
Thanks to generous donors like you, we have been able to make significant distributions 
from the campaign.  This year we made a $1 million contribution for the renovation of a 
building to house the Families Together Preschool on the East Side of St. Paul in        
partnership with Lutheran Social Service of Minnesota.  The playground area if nearly 
complete, as is the asbestos abatement.  Renovation of the interior will occur this winter.  
$125.000 has been contributed to the work of vital congregations.  This is above and    
beyond support in the 2023 budget.  In addition, $50,000 funded the first summer of   
paid internships for young adults with nine interns completing a summer of service and 
learning in sites across the synod.   
 

In 2024 we will be training additional congregations to participate in the Planting Hope 
campaign, funding a second summer of paid internships, and investing deeply in vital 
congregations.  As additional contributions are received, we plan to activate the fund to 
subsidize young adult travel to our global companion churches and take initial steps to 
reduce the seminary debt of our current pastors and deacons.  
 

God willing, we hope to be able to fund all the planned initiatives by the end of 2024.  
Thank you for helping to make that possible. 
 

I trust that God will continue to surprise you with a spirit of generosity and joy.  Thank 
you for all that you do in service to Jesus Christ.  
 

Yours in Christ’s service, 
 

Bishop Patricia J. Lull 
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Worship and Music Committee:  The Worship and Music Committee continues to choose 
hymns, line up ushers and recruit readers for each Sunday.  If you are interested in reading or 
ushering, please contact me, Cindy Blesener, Laurie Knutson or Candy McColley. 
 

We are also looking for someone who might be interested in serving on our committee. We 
generally meet quarterly as plans are made for Advent/Christmas, Lent/Easter, summer and 
fall programming.  The choir provided music for Good Friday and performed their Christmas 
cantata on Dec 17th.  We practice Sunday mornings at 9am and usually sing at the 1st and 
3rd services each month.   
 

New choir members are always welcome for the choir season, Sept-May. 
 

Laurie Knutson continues to do a wonderful job of directing the chimers.  We are always  
looking for people who want to learn to play our hand chimes. 
 

It is a joy to serve the congregation of Fish Lake Lutheran as choir director and organist! 
 

Sister LaDonna Olson. 

 

2023 Audit Report: The audit committee met twice along with LaDonna at the church to  
audit the income and expenses of the churches various funds. We met in April to audit the 
first quarter and in October to audit the 2nd and 3rd quarters.  
 

The audit committee will meet again in January to audit the 4th quarter for 2023.  Members of 
the audit committee are Amy Johnson, Laurie Knutson, Bill Young and Treasurer Nancy 
Hoffman.   
 

Submitted by Nancy Hoffman 

Thrivent                                                                                                     2023 Annual Report 
Fish Lake Lutheran has several members of Thrivent Financial, a fraternal benefits              

organization that offers financial services, including life insurance to all Lutherans.  One     

important part of being a fraternal benefit organization is that some of the profits brought in 

are returned to our Church.  One form this takes is Thrivent Choice Dollars, where Thrivent 

members can designate their money toward different non-profit organizations.  Thrivent      

Action Teams are another way that Thrivent members working on church ministries can bring 

in funds to with their projects.  This past year we received four $250 grants from Thrivent.  

Two were used to support both the Corn Feed and Pork Dinner Activities.   
 

Our Balance as of Dec. 5, 2023 in our Thrivent Choice Dollars Account is $1,171.45. The 

Property Committee received funds to pay for a green treated lumber for a small roofing     

project.   We currently have 10 Thrivent members designating their Choice Dollars to Fish 

Lake Lutheran.  If you are a Thrivent member and would like further information about desig-

nating your funds to our church, please let me know.  

 

Respectfully submitted,  
 

Barb Sauer 
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2023 ANNUAL MEETING MINUTES 

FISH LAKE CHURCH ANNUAL MEETING 
January 22, 2023, 11:00 a.m. 
Fish Lake Lutheran Church, Stark, MN  

 
  I. Call To Order-Council President Michelle Young called the meeting to order at 11:00 am 

 

 II. Opening Liturgy – Pastor Teleen 
III. Opening Procedures 
  A. Declaration of a Quorum: 40 voting members present 
  B. Appointment of Tellers 
IV. Consent Calendar  
  A. Approval of Agenda for 2023 Annual Meeting 
  B. Approval of Minutes from 2022 Annual Meeting 
  C. Motion and 2nd received to approve all Consent items – motion passed 
 V.  Pastor’s Report 
  A. Available in the Church Annual Report 
  B. No action needed 
VI. Committee and Organizational Reports 
  A. Available in the Church Annual Report 
  B. No action needed 

 
VII. Election of Officers – Deanna Wilson 
  A. Nominating Committee Report and Distribution of Ballots 
  B. Nominations from the Floor 
    1. No floor nominations put forth 
  C. Election of Officers of the Congregation 
    1. Ballots collected and counted following budget discussion 
VIII. Old Business – None 
 
IX. New Business  
  A. St. Paul Synod Assembly 
    1. 2 Lay seats available 
    2. Candy McColley and Rick Cedergren nominated without objection 
  B. Outgoing Council Members 
    1. Gifts presented to Candy McColley, Barb Sauer, and Isabella Linder for their      
      service on the church council 
X. Treasurer’s Report – LaDonna Olson 
  A. Fiscal Year Balance Sheets presented and discussed 
XI. Presentation of 2023 Proposed Budget – LaDonna Olson 
  A. Motion and second received to vote on 2023 budget as presented 
 
XII. Election Results 
  A. Council and committee elections: no contested seats – all nominees approved 
  B. Budget vote: 39 approve, 1 opposed – budget passed 
 
XIII. The Lord’s Prayer, Table Grace, and Adjournment 
  A. Motion and 2nd received to adjourn – meeting adjourned at 11:56am. 
 
Minutes submitted by Rick Cedergren 
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2024 ANNUAL MEETING AGENDA 

FISH LAKE CHURCH 2023 ANNUAL MEETING  
January 28, 2024, 11:00 a.m.  

Fish Lake Lutheran Church, Stark, MN  
 

  I       Call To Order  

II.      Opening Liturgy  

III  Opening Procedures  
A. Declaration of a Quorum  
B. Appointment of Tellers  

 
IV  Consent Calendar  

A. Approval of Agenda for Annual Meeting  
B. Approval of Minutes from 2023 Annual Meeting  

 
 V      Pastor’s Report - Pastor Teleen  

VI      President’s Report - Michelle Young 

VII  Committee and Organizational Reports  
A. WELCA  
B. Communications  
C. Property and Safety  
D. Social Ministry  
E. Worship and Music  
F. Youth and Family  
G. Evangelism and Stewardship  
H. Cemetery  
 

VIII  Old Business  

   IX.  New Business  
     A. Updated Constitution/Bylaws 

B. St. Paul Synod Assembly  
C. Endowment Fund 
D. Outgoing Council Members  
 

    X   Election of Officers  
A. Nominating Committee Report and Distribution of Ballots  
B. Nominations from the Floor  
C. Election of Officers of the Congregation  
 

   XI  Treasurer’s Report–LaDonna Olson  

 XII   Presentation of 2024 Proposed Budget–LaDonna Olson  

XIII Election Results  

XIV  The Lord’s Prayer, Table Grace, and Adjournment 

 January 28, 2024 
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2023 STAFF AND ELECTED POSTITIONS 

Staff 

Teleen Saunders               Pastor 

Denise Steinberg    Office Administrator 

Sister LaDonna Olson  Financial Administrator 

Robin Graham     Custodian 

Tom Anderson    Custodian 

Sister LaDonna Olson  Director of Music Ministry/Organist/Choir 

Cindy Blesener    Organ/Choir Accompanist 

  

Church Council   Term Expires    Audit Committee  Term Expires 

Michelle Young, President       1/2025 

Floyd Pinotti, Vice president       1/2025 

Nancy Hoffman, Treasurer         1/2025 

Rick Cedergren,  Secretary     1/2025  

Brent Diehl        1/2024 

Kathy Lodin                                 1/2024 

Jeff Lustig        1/2024 

Lisa Nephew                               1/2024 

Luciano Schisano                       1/2025 

  

 

 

 

Church Membership 
                 

 

  
 

  

 
 

 

 

 

 

  

   

Amy Johnson        1/2025 

Laurie Knutson      1/2024 

Bill Young                                1/2026 

Cemetery Board  Term Expires 

Dennis Lodin, President     1/2024 

Mark Knutson, Vice President 1/2026 

Marty Zachrison, Secretary  1/2026 

Greg Smegal, Treasure r   1/2025 

Pete Meagher                             1/2026 

Rick Lofboom                              1/2025 

Mike Linder        1/2024 

Steve Mettling       1/2024 

Terry Olson        1/2025 

Nominating Comm. Term Expires 

Deanna Wilson                                  1/2024 

 

  

2019 

 

2020 

 

2021 

 

2022 

 

2023 

Membership 

(January) 

480 439 439 416 397 

Ave. Sunday 

Attendance 

73 Online 44 

In person 24 

Live streaming   

6/20-12/26 - 20.5 

In person - 

3/28-12/26 - 53 

Live streaming - 38 

In person - 55 

Live streaming - 64 

In person - 60 

Approved 

Budget 

 

$176,557 

 

$172,851 

 

$182,890 

 

$192,66 

 

$194,731 



  

 



  

 



  

 



  

 



  

 



  

 



  

 



  

 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Through your generosity, God is at work across the ELCA.  A portion of you 
offering, called Mission Support, advances the ministry of our church, 
helping the ELCA nurture Christian community, raise up leaders, serve our 
neighbors and strive for justice.  Read stories and learn more at ELCA.org/

SOFIA. 
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